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‘ZERO PERCENT CONTAINMENT’

DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE

Since the fire was first discovered Saturday, the National Park Service has worked to contain the flames. Since then, it has progressed to the most dangerous level possible, forcing outside departments to come help.

From a farm in McGaheysville, pristine dots dip down from the
haze of smoke-filled skies in Shenandoah National Park. A chain
of helicopters dip into South Fork Shenandoah River to pour water
over the flames, attempting to contain them. The surrounding
area is eerily quiet; the only sounds piercing the soot-filled air
are traffic and the occasional helicopter blade, while the raging
forest fire burns in the background.
The Rocky Mount forest fire that’s been dropping soot and
ash across Rockingham County is the largest recorded fire in the
southern portion of the Shenandoah National Park at over 5,000
acres, according to Sally Hurlbert, the public information officer
for Shenandoah National Park. Hurlbert said the last fire in this
area was recorded on May 3, 1986.
According to Hurlbert, authorities were alerted to the blaze
Saturday afternoon. Charlene Rice, the office assistant at The
Breeze and a resident of McGaheysville, thinks she was the first
person to report the fire when she noticed billowing smoke in the
park from her back porch.
“It’s like we live in a flat land,” said Rice, who can usually see
Massanutten from her house. “There are no mountains.”

Hurlbert said that by Saturday the fire was too large for their
resources to handle and they had to call in outside departments
in states ranging from Georgia to New Mexico. According to Lisa
Wilkolak, a Shenandoah National Park spokeswoman, the danger
from the fire had progressed to a type one incident between
Saturday and Wednesday. The National Park Service has five ranks
on an incident’s danger level: type five is the safest and type one
is the most dangerous.
“It’s an amazing thing,” Hurlbert said. “Once we realized this
fire was becoming very complex and very large, we brought in
an incident command team that is called the Red Team ... So
when a fire gets complex, you call them in and they take over the
management of the fire.”
According to Wilkolak, the Red Team responds to type one
disasters, ranging from Virginia down through Georgia and over
to Texas.
Between the Shenandoah National Park, the Virginia
Department of Forestry and this incident command team, there
are upward of 250 personnel out fighting the fire both on and off
public land. The national park is using four helicopters working
in tandem with the Virginia Department of Forestry’s bulldozers
to try and contain the fire in the park.
“There’s been two spots where the fire has crossed over out of

By HARRY HOLTZCLAW
contributing writer

Walking up to Veteran Memorial Park, one can expect to
hear two distinct sounds that every collegiate softball coach
dreams about: The crack of the bat and the deep thud of the
ball pummeling the purple outfield wall. But before you get
within distance of the crack or the thud, the monumental
image of Jailyn Ford’s pitching motion hangs on the back end
of the bleachers. This reflects the senior pitcher’s four years of
dedication to JMU softball, and it all seems to be paying off for
the 37-3 Dukes.
Ford is the reigning 2015 Colonial Athletic Association player
of the year at James Madison and has emerged as one of the
country’s best players. A season after becoming the first JMU
player in history to throw a perfect game, she’s once again put
remarkable numbers on the stat sheet. Her 14-1 record and

CONTACT Chris Kent and Robyn Smith
at breezenews@gmail.com

LA legend leaves

Friendly
competition in
the circle

Jailyn Ford and Megan Good have the
Dukes on the national radar

the park boundaries onto private property,” said John Campbell,
the director of public information for the Virginia Department of
Forestry. “I couldn’t tell you how bad it is, but they’ve controlled
the line, it’s back over. That part has been put out.”
For Rockingham and surrounding area residents, Hurlbert
recommends staying indoors to avoid smoke irritation.
“If one is already irritated by their allergies, certainly another
irritant assault on it may make it even more dramatic,” Dr. Roger
Pence, a local pediatrician and allergist, said. “For someone who
doesn’t have an underlying respiratory problem it will probably
be an inconvenience; for someone who already has asthma,
particularly if it’s not ideally controlled, they are going to have
more of a risk.”
Pence suggests staying indoors or to change clothes if residents
are coming from outside. According to Wilkolak, the fire will still
actively burn for a couple more days and crews hope to be able
to extinguish it by next week.
“We are still at zero percent containment,” Wilkolak said. “What
they are doing now is constructing lines all along the perimeter
of the fire.”

Professor O’Connor retires from teaching

By CAROLINE JANSEN
The Breeze

staggeringly low ERA of 0.93 recently got her drafted third overall
by the Akron Racers. Upon arriving at JMU, Ford admits she
didn’t see this national success on the horizon.
“Honestly I didn’t, at all,” Ford said. “I always wanted to be
that game-changer that takes a team to another level, I just never
knew it would be the World Series. I think over the last four years
and especially this year, we’ve worked hard enough to get there.”
However, Ford isn’t the only nationally known pitcher
on this team. Sophomore pitcher Megan Good has been
dazzling this season, posting a 0.92 ERA with a breathtaking
23-2 record. Yes, that’s 23 wins and two losses, while allowing
under one earned run a game. On April 17, Good did
something that only her teammate Ford had done in program
history — she threw JMU’s second perfect game in their
fifteen year history in an 8-0 victory over Drexel University.

Being in the presence of an Emmy Award-winning writer and
producer is rare. Luckily for JMU students, some have the pleasure
of calling him their professor.
From being classically trained as an actor to producing and writing
over 50 documentaries, professor Thomas P. O’Connor has helped
shape the careers of thousands of JMU students.
Prior to beginning his career in teaching at JMU 30 years ago,
O’Connor briefly took on work as an actor.
“I worked full time,” O’Connor said. “I started as a Shakespearean
actor, and knew it was going to be a tough road to hoe.”
O’Connor then found new relief in writing and producing
screenplays. He worked at PBS, producing documentaries for seven
years, until his friend Michael Scanlan, who was the president of the
Franciscan University of Steubenville in Steubenville, Ohio, at the
time, approached him about considering a new career path.
“If you’re doing that kind of work in the industry and you don’t
really care about the subject, it’ll kill you,” O’Connor said. “I wanted
to do the things that I was interested in, so combining academia with
producing allowed me to do that.”
However, O’Connor didn’t forfeit his passion for producing when
he assumed the professor role.
“At JMU I was always working on something, so I would
always have students intern and come on shoots with me,”
O’Connor said. “I’ve tried to involve students all the way.”

see SOFTBALL, page 11

see ACT III, page 9

SAM TAYLOR / THE BREEZE

Senior pitcher Jailyn Ford gets ready to fire a pitch over the plate.

The secret lives of student drug dealers
By ROBYN SMITH
The Breeze

All it took was for one guy to walk away with a safe box and the glamour of selling marijuana
was ruined.
$700 in cash and $500 in supplies were stolen right from an open door in a bedroom,
taken by a stranger who was visiting JMU for the weekend.
The anonymous student, Student A, took it as a sign from the universe telling him to lie low.
“I’m not necessarily religious, but I do believe in a higher power, and if something like that
happens to you, you’re not going to just brush it off and get right back to what you’re doing,”
Student A said. “You’re going to sit on it and you’re going to think of the pros and cons
of this.”
JMU students who sell drugs thrive among us, selling marijuana, cocaine, Adderall and
any other drugs that have a demand.
A few months prior, a friend of Student A’s was allegedly arrested for selling cocaine and
other drugs — what Student A claims was his second arrest for the same offense in two years.
Though they weren’t close, the incarceration hits close to home.
“That’s someone who doesn’t take hints from the universe,” said Student B,
a roommate of Student A who was in the apartment when the safe was stolen.
see DRUGS, page 3
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By CHRIS KENT AND ROBYN SMITH
The Breeze
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Event Calendar
Saturday, April 23
•

•

•

•

Tillman Road Trash
Cleanup @ Mr. J’s Bagels,
8:15 a.m.

•

Arbor Day Tree and Native
Plant Sale @ Frances
Plecker Education Center,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

•

•

Valic One-on-One
Counseling @ Wine Price
Building, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•

Scholarly Writers’ Lockdown
@ Rose Library, 8:30–10:30
p.m.

•

James Madison: Madison
Institutes Collaborative
Exhibits @ Lisanby
Museum, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

•

A Sociological Explanation of
Human Conflict @ Wilson Hall
Room 107, 3:30–4:30 p.m.

•

Danimals ProCamp with
Pierre Garcon @ JC Meyer
Elementary, 6:30 a.m. to 2
p.m.

•

Survivors and Supporters
Safe Space with CARE @
Student Success Center 1075,
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Monday, April 25

Sunday, April 24

DMA Recital - Melissa
McCann @ Forbes Center
for the Performing Arts,
12–1 p.m.

Friday, April 22

The Madison Project
Senior Send Off
Concert @ Memorial
Hall Auditorium, 7 p.m.

•

Santa Cruz Bikes Demo
Day @ Massanutten
Western Slope Trails, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.

•

Spring Family Hike @
Hillandale Park, 2–4
p.m.

•

An Evening of Music &
Comedy with Creed
Bratton @ Court Square
Theater, 8–9 p.m.
JMU Student Composers
Concert @ Anthony Seeger Hall Auditorium,
8–9 p.m.
Opt Session @ Office of
International Programs
office, 3–4:45 p.m.

Tuesday, April 26
•

Trivia night @ Dave’s Taverna
Express, 7:30-9:30 p.m.

•

JMU Jazz Ensemble @ Forbes
Center for the Performing Arts,
8–10 p.m.

•

Pretty Theft @ Mainstage
Theater, 8 p.m.

•

JMU Dukes Baseball Game @
Veterans Memorial Park, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, April 27
•

Open mic comedy @
The Artful Dodger
Coffeehouse and
Cocktail Lounge, 9-11
p.m.

•

Historic Garden Week @
Preston Lake, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m.

•

Philosophy and Film
Club Screening @
Jackson 1B, 6–9 p.m.

CARTOON: LET’S GET SQUIRRELY

CHELSEA CROUCH / THE BREEZE

Across
1 "Grey's Anatomy" airer
4 Skins to remove
9 Non-shaving razor name?
14 Scrooge word
15 Brilliance
16 San Antonio landmark
17 Roger Clemens, for one
18 *Unit in a bowl
20 Layered rock
22 "Sorry, we're full" sign
23 Test release
24 Glimpse
25 Make fun of
27 Sportscast staple
30 Set boundaries
34 Tour de France, e.g.
37 Nikon competitor
38 LAX datum
39 *Website for do-it-yourselfers
42 Gen-__
43 Don't bother
45 Exercise result, all too often
47 Rose support
50 Made the last move, in a way
51 Later years
53 Degs. for writers
56 Weakness
59 Look over
60 Sherlock Holmes enemy Colonel

By Jeff Stillman

4/21/16

Editorial Staff
Serving James Madison University Since 1922

1598 S. Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
PHONE: 540-568-6127
FAX: 540-568-7889

MISSION
The Breeze, the student-run newspaper
of James Madison University, serves
student, faculty and staff readership by
reporting news involving the campus
and local community. The Breeze strives
to be impartial and fair in its reporting
and firmly believes in First Amendment
rights.
Published on Thursday mornings,
The Breeze is distributed throughout
James Madison University and the local
Harrisonburg community. Single copies
of The Breeze are distributed free of
charge. Additional copies are available
for 50 cents by contacting our business
office. Comments and complaints should
be addressed to Robyn Smith, editor.

Sebastian
61 *Fast pace
65 One in Paris
66 Tart
67 David's role on "Frasier"
68 Chemical ending
69 Eponymous trailblazer Chisholm
70 Davis of "A League of Their Own"
71 Thrice, in Rx's
Down
1 Belittle
2 Family with several notable
composers
3 *Skinflint
4 Athlete nicknamed "O Rei do
Futebol"
5 Old French coin
6 Name of more than 5,000 U.S.
streets
7 Sign of forgetfulness
8 Kept in reserve
9 Western defense gp.
10 Neckwear denoting affiliation
11 Zoo sight
12 Latin 101 word
13 UCLA Bruins coach Jim
19 A conspicuous position, with "the"
21 Singer Lovett
25 College athlete

Find the answers online at: breezejmu.org/site/crossword_answers
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26 Completely incorrect
28 "Big Brother" creator
29 Le cinquième mois
31 Tasty mélange ... and a literal hint
to the starts of the answers to
starred clues
32 Secures, as a victory
33 Sailors
34 Corn __
35 Road to the Forum
36 Mixgetränk cube
40 Strikes may cross it
41 Man-mouse connector
44 Fall noisemakers
46 Verne captain
48 As above, in a footnote
49 Saw
52 Lamp output, if you're lucky
54 "Intervention" channel
55 Expression for Ozymandias
56 Key of the first two Brandenburg
Concertos: Abbr.
57 Bothersome bugs
58 Pub quaffs
60 Southwestern sight
62 Fiver
63 Suffix with glob
64 Half a score

BAYLEY BRILL
ANNA EIRING
HALEY YATES

CAROLINE DAVIS

Check out our
website
at breezejmu.org

BETHANY ADAMS

/TheBreezeJMU

AD DESIGNERS
KAYLAN WOOD
IZZY CIANO

“To the press alone, chequered
as it is with abuses, the world
is indebted for all the triumphs
which have been gained by
reason and humanity over
error and oppression.”
— james madison, 1800

@TheBreezeJMU
@BreezeNewsJMU
@TheBreezeSports
@BreezeLifeJMU

@breezejmu

youtube.com/breezevideo

3

  

Thursday, April 21, 2016

University provost to retire

In Brief

A. Jerry Benson helped create the engineering program, nursing doctorate program

United States

Harriet Tubman to be
featured on $20 bill
U.S. Secretary of the Treasury Jack
Lew announced plans Wednesday
to replace the picture of Andrew
Jackson with that of Harriet
Tubman, an African-American
abolitionist, on the front of the new
$20 bill.
According to the U.S. Department
of the Treasury, Jackson will be
moved to the back of the bill.
The Department of the Treasury
met with opposition after it
previously proposed plans to
replace founding father Alexander
Hamilton’s picture with that of
a female leader on the $10 bill,
which they were already planning
to redesign. Many people instead
believe Jackson, who’s been
criticized for being a slave owner
and for being responsible for the
displacement of thousands of Native
Americans, would be better to
replace.
The Department of the Treasury
also released plans for new $10 and
$5 bill designs, both of which will
include civil rights activists on the
backs.
The new currency redesign is
scheduled to be complete by 2020,
and will be “the biggest overhaul of
the look of U.S. currency since the
1920s,” according to USA Today.

Alexis Miller / The Breeze

A. Jerry Benson began working at JMU in 1980 as an assistant psychology professor. Benson has since worked in several departments, including as dean
of both the College of Integrated Science and Technology and the College of Education and Psychology. He has been provost since September 2012.
By Ingrid Basheda
The Breeze

After being provost for four years and
working at JMU for 36, A. Jerry Benson has
decided to retire in June 2017.
“I have really enjoyed being provost,”
Benson said. “It has been a great
opportunity to work with fantastic faculty
and academics. Through this, I got to be a
part of building academic programs that
will educate and enlighten the students.”

According to the JMU website, Benson
began working at JMU in 1980 as an
assistant psychology professor. Before, he
was vice provost of science, engineering,
math, technology and health and human
services. He was also dean of the College of
Integrated Science and Technology as well
as the College of Education and Psychology.
“I chose JMU for the quality of the
students, faculty and programs,” Benson
said. “Supervising the psychology interns
attracted me to learn more about the

programs.”
Being provost has given Benson
numerous opportunities, like helping create
many diverse academic programs.
“JMU is a university that is always
continuing to develop and evolve,” Benson
said. “There have always been excellent
opportunities here.”
Linda Halpern, the vice provost for
university programs, has worked with
see Provost, page 4

Drugs | RAs are told to call police immediately if they smell marijuana

Kasia Burns / The Breeze

from front

In Virginia, marijuana is defined as a schedule
one drug, which means it has no medicinal
properties. Getting charged with possession of a
schedule one drug, depending on the student’s
record and the amount they were caught with,
could lead to a fine of up to $2,500 and up to 10
years in prison. Heroin and meth fall into the
same categories. Cocaine is a schedule two drug
due to its high risk of addiction, but it carries the
same risk of penalty as a schedule one drug.
Whether they live on campus or not, if a student
is caught possessing drugs of any kind, they get a
strike from JMU’s Office of Student Accountability
and Restorative Practices. If they distribute drugs,
they get suspended — or expelled.
OSARP didn’t respond to a request for
comment from The Breeze.

And yet, with all the risks, there are “success”
stories as well. Another friend of Student A’s
bought a car for $4,500 with the money he made
from dealing marijuana. He paid in cash. Then
he stopped selling.
“I think he [realized] the risks he was taking
were too great,” Student A, who sells marijuana,
said. “The chance of getting caught, it keeps
going up the longer you do it. Unfortunately, I
don’t have as much money as I’d like to show for
it, but there’s a point where it’s, like, not worth it.”
Student B has been his friend since fourth
grade. Student B also sells marijuana, but only
occasionally, because “I f---ing suck at it.” He
claims to have mismanaged his finances.
Neither student wears the “drug dealer” label
— they both feel that selling weed is of a higher
“moral standard” than selling other drugs like
“blow,” a street name for cocaine.

“I don’t think weed’s a drug, to be honest,”
Student A said.
Student B likens selling marijuana to selling
Adderall, a prescription drug meant to lessen the
effects of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder,
which is sold illegally to aid those without
attention deficiencies to study, focus or party.
“It’s like, ‘Oh here’s some Adderall’ — that’s
going to help you out, it’s not going to ruin your
life,” Student B said. “‘Oh, here’s some weed.’ I
make a little money, you have a little study time
or a little fun. I think that is in a separate category
than, ‘Oh, here’s some coke, hope you don’t get
addicted and hope you don’t ruin your life.’”
Marijuana is the most commonly used illicit
drug in the U.S. according to the National
Institute on Drug Abuse. Though research shows
that smoking marijuana makes breathing more
difficult, it’s currently unknown whether or not
it increases one’s risk of lung cancer.
There’s a much higher risk of addiction
for those who use Adderall without medical
supervision. High doses of the drug could also
lead to serious cardiovascular complications,
including stroke. It increases the user’s blood
pressure, body temperature and heart rate, and
decreases sleep and appetite according to NIDA.
Though they’ve dealt with other consequences
of selling drugs, such as theft, in the two years
that Student A has sold, the police have never
knocked on his door or charged him with
possession.
On campus, the risks are different. If a resident
adviser smells marijuana, it’s procedure for
them to call the police first, not knock. During
each residence hall’s sporadic fire drills, drugsniffing dogs and their handcuff-toting owners
walk through the building, ready to pounce on
anything suspicious.
Student C has sold marijuana out of his
dorm room for two years. The police have never
knocked. He doesn’t smoke in his room out of
courtesy to his roommates, and he keeps his

stash in a mason jar with an airtight seal, to keep
the odor locked in.
“Once you open it up, the whole room reeks,”
Student C said.
According to Josiah “Si” Schiavone, the RUSH
Drug Task Force coordinator, some of the area’s
biggest drug dealers are students.
Since some states have legalized it, marijuana
has become domestic.
“People have contacts out in Colorado and
other states like that, Washington State, and
they’re having it mailed to them here,” Schiavone
said. “The quality has definitely gone up.”
Student C can attest to that increase in quality.
“If you get it from a medicinal shop, it has
higher THC levels,” Student C said.
Student E has a different approach to selling.
She lives in an apartment complex and began
selling marijuana last November when she, like
some other dealers, noticed its convenience.
All you have to do is smoke less than you sell,
and you can profit from buying in bulk.
What makes her stand out is that she buys
three or four ounces per week. One ounce is
$250 to $300, and she sells all of what she buys
each week by the gram, eighth, quarter or half
ounce. Selling 28 grams per ounce and three to
four ounces, she makes $300 to $400 a week.
Visually, one ounce of tree, Student E’s street
name of choice for marijuana, would fill a mason
jar all the way to the top.
Though they’re mostly aware of the risks
involved, all four students who sell highlighted
convenience due to the profit margin of buying
in bulk as one of the main reasons they started
selling marijuana.
“It’s a friendly drug. It’s not going to ruin
people’s lives,” Student B said. “People are going
to get high anyways … They’re f---ing buying it.
It’s not like I’m making them buy it from me.”
Contact Robyn Smith at
breezeeditor@gmail.com.

Art imitates life

Graphic design professor discusses inspiration and process for creating comics
What inspires you to come up with your comics ideas?

By Anna Sanchez
contributing writer

It really can be anything. My first comic, ‘The Deformitory,’
was just a word that I made up by accident, like, ‘That’s a totally
weird word.’ Then I took this word and combined it with the
drawings and doodles I had been doing in class, and something
happened. Also, fairy tales are a big thing for me. I get inspired
by my dreams. So basically, personal stuff, personal dreams,
fairy tales ... Anything that triggers an emotional response.

Sophia Glock is a graphic design professor in the School of Art, Design and
Art History. Glock received her Bachelor of Arts in English and art at the College
of William & Mary and her Master of Fine Arts in illustration as a Visual Essay at
The School of Visual Arts in New York City. She lives in Charlottesville and is a
published comic writer. One of her most popular pieces is “The Lettuce Girl,” a
retelling of “Rapunzel.” Her comics are distributed by Birdcage Bottom Books
and are available online or at Telegraph bookstore in Charlottesville.

What would you say is the hardest part about what you do?

When did you start drawing comics?

It’s actually really hard to be disciplined enough to basically
perfect the writing part of it. It’s also really hard to self-promote.
I think a lot of artists in general have a hard time putting
themselves out there. I’m an extrovert and even I sometimes
have a hard time putting myself out there. It’s hard to promote
yourself in a way that doesn’t make you seem like you’re full
of yourself. You can feel like a narcissist, but you’re really just
promoting your craft.

I started trying to draw comics when I was about 12 years
old. I tried for a long time. I didn’t really know how to do it
and didn’t understand how complicated it was, but I was very
interested. I probably fully succeeded [in creating] my first real
comic in 2007. That was when I started to figure out how to
do it properly.
What made you decide to pursue comics over other forms of art?
I always wanted to be a writer, but I was also drawing a lot.
Then I realized that I was drawing more than I was writing.
But what I was actually just interested in [was] how comics
made me feel. At the time, I was reading a lot of comics and it
occurred to me that this intersection between images and text
was what I needed to do. I first thought that it was just words
plus pictures, but it is so much more than that. It’s a language;
it is about how images work in sequence, because text can be
there, but it doesn’t need to be there.

What’s the best part?

Eric Ruane / The Breeze

Sophia Glock is a published comic writer who teaches design in the
School of Art, Design and Art History. She lives in Charlottesville.

I really love drawing. I really like it when I know what I want to
do. I also love the part of the project when everything is decided
and ... I can just turn off my brain, sit down, and go into that
alternate Zen space. I’m thinking but not thinking, then after
two hours, I look down and have everything done. You just think,
‘What just happened?’
Contact Anna Sanchez at sancheae@dukes.jmu.edu.
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PROVOST | ‘Sometimes you want to go out while things are going well’
from page 3

Benson for over 20 years.
“He has been a wonderful mentor and role
model,” Halpern said in an email. “I have learned
so much from him. He is a person of absolute
integrity and excellent judgment. He has always
been committed to the instructional mission
of the university and to doing what is best for
students.”
Benson commented that although he’s still
enjoying his job, he thinks that retiring now is
right for him and the university.
“Sometimes you want to go out while things
are going well, so that’s why I told the university
a year in advance that I’m retiring,” Benson said.
“So that they have plenty of time to search for
the next right person for the job.”
As provost, Benson works as the chief
academic officer, overseeing all of the colleges
and academic programs at JMU. According
to the JMU website, he was a part of creating
the engineering program, doctorate of
nursing practice program and The Madison
Collaborative: Ethical Reasoning in Action, of
which he’s also the administrative overseer.
Benson helped form the College of Integrated
Science and Engineering and the College of
Health and Behavioral Studies as well.
Marilou Johnson, the vice provost for
academic development, stated that it’s a

challenging position, but Benson has been the
perfect person for the job.
“I admire Dr. Benson’s leadership style,”
Johnson said in an email. “He is an innovative
problem-solver and a thoughtful listener. I know
that he cares deeply about faculty, staff and
students and wants to provide an environment
where everyone is able to thrive.”
After being in charge for so many years,
Benson hopes to “spend a little bit of time doing
nothing.”
“I hope to try to figure out what it feels likes
to not be in a high position and to kind of
recalibrate,” Benson said.
As JMU searches for his replacement, Benson
shared his advice with whomever the new
provost will be.
“I would hope that person would recognize
the quality of the programs at JMU,” Benson
said. “JMU is so focused on the success of the
students and I hope they realize the kind of
strength the faculty and students have.”
Out of the many things that Benson has
enjoyed, he stated that it’s his colleagues whom
he will miss most.
“I will miss the people,” Benson said. “I have
been very fortunate in being able to work with
these people. JMU is a very, very special place.”
CONTACT Ingrid Basheda at
bashedig@dukes.jmu.edu.

ALEXIS MILLER / THE BREEZE

Benson announced his retirement a year in advance to give the university time to find a replacement.
He says he will share words of advice with whomever university officials choose to take his place.

Mini Stor It U Stor It
Student Summer
Storage Special
Serving JMU Students and Faculty
For Over 35 Years

-Closest to JMU
-24 Hour Security
-Low Prices
-Phones Answered 24 Hours
190 E. Mosby Rd. Harrisonburg

-Completely Fenced & Well–Lit
-Fire Rated Buildings
-Climate Controlled Units Available
-Office & Resident Manager

(Located across from Kline’s on South Main St.)

433-1234 433-STOR
ministorit.com

Bring In This Ad

For a Kline’s Dairy Bar Coupon!

breezejmu.org

Thursday, April 21, 2016  

Don’t lug all your
clothes home,
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come sell to us!
20% off with student i.d.
(expires 5/8)

Broadsheet vs Tabloid
Vote in our poll at facebook.com/thebreezejmu

congrats
seniors!
1790 E Market St Suite 42, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 mon-sat 10 am-9pm / sun 1 pm-6 pm (540) 432-8648

Call now about our awesome specials!
We are a pet friendly community.

NOW SHOWING
MARVEL

AT THIS...

Coming to Foxhills Townhomes for 2016-17 Leases
1. Water Included
2. Electric with cap included
3. Gym membership included
4. Basic internet included
5. Basic cable included

1627 Devon Lane
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
504-432-5525 — 540-432-5592
sfurr@umicommunities.com — www.umicommunities.com
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allyn letourneau | Letournalism

Relay for Life
should dominate
the night
Every year, a very
does its absolute best to not host any other
large portion of the
events the same night as Relay because then
JMU community comes
all kinds of people can enjoy attending.
together and participates
The argument can also be made that it’s not
in Relay for Life. All
fair to restrict when JMU organizations have
different organizations,
their events, but honestly, a kickball game
from Greek life to
or a screening of “Star Wars” is in no way
SafeRides and UPB, come
comparable to honoring those who’ve won,
together to raise money
lost or are currently fighting their battle with
and awareness for cancer.
cancer. Additionally, the people who went to
I’m a sophomore who’s
those events could simply come to Relay after,
attended Relay for Life both years of my
but in my opinion, that time spent away from
JMU career. My father was diagnosed with
Relay is time wasted.
prostate and kidney cancer during my junior
Lastly, people can raise money and still
year of high school, and he’s now a survivor.
not attend the actual Relay event. As much
Throughout the night, seeing the bond of the
as this helps, it defeats the purpose of Relay
JMU community brought so much warmth to
even being an event. It’s organized to bring
my heart, and, at moments, even tears to my
the campus community together through
eyes. It’s beautiful to see the JMU spirit flow
various events, such as the Survivor Lap,
in circles around the Hillside field in an effort
the Luminaria ceremony and the Fight Back
to fight cancer. I believe
ceremony.
that every student at JMU
As of April 20, Relay
A kickball game or a
should make an effort
for Life 2016 raised the
each year to attend and
tremendous amount of
screening of “Star Wars”
participate in Relay.
$282,834.52, with 195
is in no way comparable
During the Luminaria
registered teams and 3,773
ceremony, I was
registered individuals who
to
honoring
those
truly touched by the
participated. If JMU didn’t
who’ve won, lost or are
atmosphere the JMU
allow other organizations
community created.
to host events on the
currently fighting their
Each person, regardless
same night as Relay, I
battle with cancer.
of race, organization,
have no doubt those
size, gender or sexual
numbers would increase
orientation was
exponentially.
respectful and truly
Fraternities such as Pi
seemed to invest their attention in the
Kappa Alpha and Kappa Delta Rho actually
ceremony.
canceled their evening events on Friday night
Although the ceremony was beautiful, I
to attend and support Relay for Life. As the
couldn’t help but overhear the loud noises
stigma looms over Greek life that fraternities
coming from Bridgeforth Stadium. I’m not
are completely and utterly focused on
sure whether it was an open football practice
partying, it’s as easily defeated when those
or simply another one of JMU’s sport-related
gentlemen attend an event dedicated to
events, but it got me to think about how JMU
fighting cancer.
inconveniences Relay by holding other events
No shame is meant to those who didn’t
or allowing them to be on the same night.
attend Relay this year, but if you’re reading
I recognize that JMU is a public university
this and didn’t attend, you seriously missed
with many events going on. There was a
out. The 2016 Relay was likely a life-changing
JMU baseball game, an Intervarsity kickball
experience for everyone who attended, and
tournament, Young Life trivia night and
I hope JMU and its organizations advocate
Grafton-Stovall Theater was showing “Star
for everyone to come out next year by having
Wars: The Force Awakens” all on the same
Relay be the only event on the night it’s
night as Relay.
scheduled for.
The excuse can be made that JMU offers
activities for all different kinds of people, but
Allyn Letourneau is a sophomore
after the 2016 Relay, I strongly recommend
biophysical chemistry major. Contact Allyn
that next year and for each year following, JMU at letourag@dukes.jmu.edu.

hayley moore | historical nonfiction

Financial
fraud?

Aid should be used for college-related expenses
When I’m on Facebook,
I usually spend a good
five minutes watching
all of the videos that
people have shared. It’s
mostly cooking videos,
but occasionally I’ll find
something that I wonder
why someone would even
post on the internet. Last
week, I had that moment.
A bunch of people have started sharing
a video titled “How I Spent My Financial
Aid Like a Boss.” In the video, a college film
student and blogger specifically states that
he was given $2,500 in financial aid from
his university for textbooks and supplies.
However, he decided to spend the money in
a different way. He surprised his girlfriend
with a trip to Thailand, as she’d never been
out of the country before. The video shows
highlights from their vacation on his newly
created YouTube channel under the name
OurVisualEscape.
When I first watched this video, I was
angry. How could someone get financial
aid for college and spend it on this? If this is
what he’s using financial aid for, then how is
he even eligible for it? Why not just save the
money? Why spend it?
I know so many people who’ve been
denied financial aid and actually need it.
Starting in the 2011-2012 school year, the
U.S. saw the highest percentage of students
receiving financial aid at 71 percent. Since
then it has continued to rise every year. Still,
while many receive it, others don’t and some
may be in desperate need. However, no
matter how many times they apply, they’re
rejected for it.
There are people out there who’d do
anything for financial aid and who seriously
need it. Here we have someone who’s been
given financial aid specifically for textbooks
and supplies and instead of spending the
money on what it’s supposed to be used for,
he spends it on a vacation. That’s not how
financial aid should work.
Taxpayers’ hard-earned money also
contributes to financial aid. Someone else
was out in the world, working as hard as they
could and earning a paycheck. Thus, money
was taken out of their own paycheck to go
toward taxes, which would eventually be
used to help students for school. It feels like
this young man is not simply planning his

dream vacation, he’s essentially stealing from
someone else. It’s just not right.
I’ve gotten financial aid from the
government my entire four years at JMU. I
get money that’s set aside specifically for
books each semester and get a housing
allowance for each month. Once I’ve bought
my textbooks for the semester and paid rent
each month, the remaining money I have
goes to groceries for the week. Sometimes
I splurge and buy the occasional treat for
myself, but when I say treat I mean a movie
or getting take-out from somewhere. Not a
vacation. This is an example of how financial
aid should be used. When you get financial
aid for college, it should be spent on college.
At the same time, do we have the right
to judge what he does with his money? It’s
disheartening to know that he isn’t using
the money for textbooks and supplies, but
at the same time, it’s his money. It’s sweet
that he did something nice for his girlfriend.
Not many people would be selfless enough
to do something that big. Additionally, there
has been no public outcry from a federal
organization handling financial aid.
Nothing has been said for or against it
except in the form of YouTube comments.
Maybe nothing will be said about it for
whatever reason and we’ll just need to stop
worrying about it.
In many cases, financial aid is just
deposited into a bank account. From my
own personal experience, JMU doesn’t look
at my bank statements to see how I’m using
the aid that I’m given. Until that happens,
how students choose to use their financial
aid is up to them. If they want to spend
their financial aid on something other than
school, that’s not anyone else’s problem
but their own. If people want to spend their
money in a certain way, they have the right
to.
It’s very difficult to decide whether this
video is genius or stupid. It’s easy to see both
sides of it, but it’s hard to distinguish which
side is the right one. Regardless of how you
may feel about this video, maybe now that
it’s gone viral, it will cause federal funding
organizations to seriously consider how
students can or can’t use their financial aid.
Hayley Moore is a senior history
and writing, rhetoric and technical
communication double major. Contact
Hayley at moorehe@dukes.jmu.edu.

nahla aboutabl | respect the riot

Students should drink responsibly

Day drinking season is upon us, and as the sun shines
down upon you, favorably I hope, I feel that it’s my duty
to inform you of a very obvious fact. If you’re in college,
you’re probably 18 years old or older. Meaning that
you’re an adult. So act like one.
We live in a culture where college-aged individuals are
still described as “kids” rather than adults, causing many
of us to claim our foolishness as a mere right. I’m young,
therefore I’m going to act as foolishly and as childish
as possible all in the name of “fun” and “the college
experience.”
While having fun and enjoying our young age is perfectly fine, we must
remember that we’re not alone on this planet, or even on the streets we
drunkenly stumble across, causing harm to drivers and pedestrians alike.
I can’t count the number of times I’ve seen college students wandering
down Port Republic Drive or Forest Hill Road almost falling into traffic. It’s
not only terrifying for drivers, but it’s extremely disappointing to see fellow
adults act in such selfish and senseless ways.
It pains me to see people my age so unaware of their privileges that
they fail to take advantage of the opportunities we have here as American
college students. We live in a safe city that has people from almost every
background, yet many students at JMU would much rather get drunk
every weekend with the same people they see every day. There are so
many people around the world who would swim across seas, as refugees
sometimes do to escape harsh conditions, to get to a country that would

offer them half the quality of life that we have here in America as universitygoers. Somehow, we’ve become so consumed with our often shallow
lifestyles that we forget to utilize the privileges we have, such as access to a
university level education in a relatively safe environment that encourages
creativity, freedom of thought and extracurricular activities and sports.
While drinking and “wildin’ out” is OK every now and then, it shouldn’t
be the main activity that consumes the lives of college students on
weekends. Our actions aren’t viewed in isolation. Your night of drinking and
“turning up” is completely acceptable as long as it doesn’t lead to harming
others or even yourself. I don’t want to press on my brakes ever again
because some drunk college student decided it was a good idea to walk
across a busy road. Now I know Rae Sremmurd might be the type of artist
who lacks enough talent to appeal to sober people, but you don’t have to
get intoxicated to the point that you could quite possibly put other people’s
lives at risk. Your choice to drink shouldn’t affect my choice to live a safe
life.
We aren’t college kids. We’re college adults. Being an adult means
drinking responsibly. It means thinking twice about the choices we make. It
also means taking advantage of the many tools we have as college students
and not being blinded by our privileges. If you got into JMU, there’s a good
chance you’re an intelligent human being with the potential to positively
contribute to the world — so don’t act like a fool.
Nahla Aboutabl is a senior international affairs major. Contact Nahla at
aboutanm@dukes.jmu.edu.

A “do-you-have-no-manners” dart to the
girls who cut in line for free tanks from SGA.
From your fellow Dukes who were willing to
wait their turn.

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

A “the-badge-isn’t-an-excuse-to-be-abully” dart to the campus police officer who
rolled down his window to yell at pedestrians
on a crosswalk.
From a bystander who doesn’t condone
rudeness.

chelsea crouch / the breeze

A “way-to-go” pat to JMU for choosing to
recycle its 640,000 pounds of green waste
into mulch rather than burning it or sending
it to be buried at the dump.
From a JMU alumnus (class of 2010 baby!).
A “you’re-all-boneheads” dart to my
roommates who seem to be incapable of
putting dishes into the dishwasher.
From an over-it senior who can make a
how-to video if needed.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

Editorial Policies
The Breeze
1598 S. Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.

The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.

Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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grace blackburn | caffeinated concepts

Pop the JMU bubble

When I first arrived at JMU, I couldn’t
wait to get involved in campus culture.
It was exciting to think about being
surrounded by such a large group of
fellow students, and I wanted to be sure
to make a lot of friends so that I could
have unforgettable experiences. But as it
turns out, the experiences that were truly
unforgettable were the ones I had outside
of the university in getting to know the
people who make up Harrisonburg.
College is a great place to connect with other people who
have similar interests to your own. It’s also a great way to be
exposed to new and unfamiliar viewpoints and to challenge
your existing ideas and ideals.
Though JMU certainly has enough students to present a
variety of worldviews, it’s difficult to truly see the world from
new perspectives when you limit your social circle primarily
to other students, especially if your friends are mostly in the
same major as you.
Being able to attend college is a privilege. Even if you’re

up to your neck in student loans, even if you’re working
impossible hours to pay for everything, even if you can’t
remember the last time you got a full night’s sleep, it’s still
a privilege, because somewhere along the way you were
exposed to influences that helped you to believe that higher
education was a feasible option for your life’s path.
To many students, the idea of never pursuing a college
education and instead being relegated to physically
demanding, low-paying work is inconceivable. For the many
immigrants and refugees who are settled in Harrisonburg
and for working-class people, this idea is an unavoidable
reality. But often, this parallel world is so hidden from college
students that many of us don’t even know it exists.
Not everyone has lived in the kind of environments that
encourage or even consider higher education. Many people
who are new to Harrisonburg experience extreme culture
shock as well as needing to find employment quickly in
an unfamiliar city. According to the 2014 U.S. Census, 13.1
percent of people living in Harrisonburg were born outside of
the U.S.
Immigrants and refugees often must work in poultry plants

kelsey harding | high resolution

or other manufacturing jobs in the area, and the idea of
attending college may not even be fathomable.
Most of JMU’s student body didn’t grow up in
Harrisonburg. Sure, we chose to come here because we love
the university, but that’s no reason to ignore the people
who’ve been living here much longer than most of us have. A
lot of learning in college is done outside of the classroom, and
we could all stand to seek a better understanding of the kind
of people who make up this town’s community.
JMU is only a small aspect of what Harrisonburg has to
offer. It’s easy to get caught up in university culture when
you’re surrounded by it on a daily basis, but there are
innumerous, diverse groups of people beyond campus who
may be more enlightening to us than anything we learn in
academia. We came to college to learn as much as we possibly
could, and in order to do that we must try to go outside our
comfort zones. You might be surprised to find some of the
incredible perspectives that long-term city residents can offer.
Grace Blackburn is a junior media arts and design major.
Contact Grace at blackbge@dukes.jmu.edu.

Satirical news column

University senior has
definite plan for postgraduation
By matt murphy
The Breeze

“Downton Abbey” follows the lives of an
aristocratic family in Edwardian England and
the servants who work in their mansion, after
which the show is named. The show begins
when the patriarch’s heir dies on the Titanic
and the arrival of the new heir upsets the
norms the family has worked to set in place.
For historical buffs, “Downton”
incorporates many of the historical
milestones from the time period into the
show. From World War II to the Russian
Revolution to the invention of the telephone,
this show is rich with historical details.
For drama junkies, the show isn’t the most
action-packed, but between warring sisters,
devious servants and a culture full of social
constraints, sometimes the show feels more
dramatic than a night of Shondaland (ABC’s
Thursday night lineup).
The restrictions are another layer of
interest to the show. It takes place 100 years
before today, but society couldn’t be more

different. Dinner etiquette alone seems
like more than anyone today could keep up
with. The lady of the house would dictate
conversation at dinner parties – depending
on the side she turned to to talk to someone,
others at the table would have to turn to the
according side and when she switched, you
had to switch too.
For cinema fans, the best thing about
“Downton” is arguably the star-studded cast,
most notably Dame Maggie Smith (of the
famous wizarding franchise “Harry Potter”)
who plays Dowager Countess Violet Crawley.
She gets the best one-liners on the show and
her delivery is masterful. Any modern diva
would cower in the shadow of the Dowager’s
sass and wit.
If I still haven’t convinced you to check it
out, I’ll end with this: Sean “P. Diddy” Combs
is a “Downton Abbey” fan. If you don’t
believe me, do yourself a favor and Google
search “Downton Diddy.”

It was almost unbelievable as one
senior who will leave JMU in a few weeks
described in detail how they actually have
their s--- together for life after graduation.
The plan is meticulously in-depth and
nothing short of a miraculous feat. It
involves a career path, relocation and even
a place to live. Not many seniors can say
that they have even an idea of what they’re
doing upon exiting school, let alone a plan
in place.
“I wanted to walk right into a career after
school in something I enjoy doing and so I
worked hard to make it happen,” the senior
said.
It makes it sound easy, as if everyone
can just line up a job like it’s nothing. Like
this person has never started coughing
uncontrollably on a phone interview after
accidentally breathing in the cheddar dust

from a box of Cheez-Its. Though the initial
response of most is that this is some sort of
practical joke, the student has documented
employment offers and everything.
As most seniors plan for their careers
in fast food and telemarketing, it’s
reassuring to hear that there are still some
people that’ll use their degree for what it’s
intended for. The job market these days
is tough, and an undergraduate degree
certainly doesn’t mean what it used to.
It’ll be challenging to convince an
employer that taking three semesters of
rock climbing has “paid off,” but as these
select few have shown us, it still may be
possible.
“I’m so excited to start my career! So
many opportunities are ahead of me,” the
student said.
Sure, whatever man.
Contact Matt Murphy at
murph4ma@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Collective beats
Student Hip-Hop organization recently released its first album, “CREDIT OURS”
to offer in terms of collaboration. Senior engineering major
Rene Najera produced three beats on the album, including
“Persistence.” Every Saturday from 4 to 8 p.m., Najera and
the rest of MHHC meet in Dudka’s small apartment, where
everyone contributes a unique element to the music creation
process.
“There is no single person that has worked on the music
for the album; that’s what’s so great about MHHC, it’s so
collaborative and collective,” Dudka said. “I wrote parts that
Rene Najera sang, people collaborate on verses when other
people are recording. Other people in the room will be like,
‘What if you use this word here, it might sound better,’ and the
writing of each verse was collaborative in its own nature too.”
Najera uses sampling, where he takes parts of beats from
hip-hop songs from the ’70s and ’80s.
“‘Persistence’ is one of my personal favorites because it has
more of my specialized kind of beats in terms of sampling,”
Najera said. “I also sort of did it just for fun and then it ended
up being on the album.”
The album also features senior management major Fabio
Mugnaini, who raps in 10 tracks on “CREDIT OURS.” He
started rapping in high school, but explains that he never
really listens to rap music.
“I don’t know, it’s kind of weird,” Mugnaini said. “I listen to
like bluegrass, folk-type music, and I like to rap, but I don’t like
to listen to it as much. I mean, don’t get me wrong I still listen
COURTESY OF ANDREW DUDKA to rap, it’s just not like my go-to. But Eminem, Biggie [Smalls]
and Tupac inspire me in terms of rap music.”
“CREDIT OURS” is based on a typical week at JMU, with
The 20 members of Madison Hip-Hop Collective produced a 15-track album about the daily life of a typical JMU student called “CREDIT OURS.” each song representing something a student might experience
throughout their week.
“We tried to make it a soundtrack that could reach out to
By JOANNA McNEILLY
“I wanted to start being with more people who were like- the JMU population,” Mugnaini said. “We did this album to
The Breeze
minded in doing what I wanted
show that you should do what you want to do, it doesn’t matter
to learn about music,” Dudka said.
what the norm is, just follow what you want to do.”
And that message is a popular mentality for other members
Hand-crafted catchy beats, flowing written verses and
By his junior year, Dudka had MHHC up and running with
distinguished voices. At a school where bluegrass, country, 20 active members.
of MHHC. Even Najera uses music as a tool to send a similar
indie and folk music have been heavily embedded in the
“The word ‘collective’ is a good representation for what we message to college students at JMU.
student culture, Madison Hip-Hop Collective brings something want to do,” Dudka said. “If you Google ‘creative collective,’ you
“Personally, my message is for anyone who loves music or
new and synergetic to JMU.
see so many things about the power and energy that comes who loves to create music; they don’t have to be stifled by their
MHHC was a vision for senior media arts and design major from working with a bunch of other people who are really degree or what kind of hobbies or talents they have because the
Andrew Dudka when he was a sophomore. After he’d heard interested in doing something and accomplishing something.” thing is that anyone can make music but it takes a select few to
of an international organization called Student Hip-Hop
The club recently released their new 15-track album, actually be willing to express that music to others,” Najera said.
Organization, a club that built and branded hip-hop music, “CREDIT OURS,” with songs like “Dreams,” “Soccer Moms” and
Dudka wanted to bring that culture to Harrisonburg.
“Persistence.” From “Intro” to “End of Days,” the album has a lot CONTACT Joanna McNeilly at mcneilje@dukes.jmu.edu.

Designing his dreams one shirt at a time
Sophomore creates custom quality T-shirts at a more affordable price than competitors

ALEXIS MILLER / THE BREEZE

Sophomore Eric Ransom channeled Vineyard Vines and his love for the beach to launch his own T-shirt company, Sandy Cove. He makes all the designs by hand.
By MADDELYNNE PARKER
The Breeze

Students wake up groggy and hungry, not ready in the slightest for the next three back-toback classes, after which they finally get to eat and have the rest of the day to catch up on sleep,
homework and planning out that daunting future.
For Eric Ransom, that future is now, as he launches his new T-shirt company, Sandy Cove.
Ransom, a sophomore media arts and design major, developed the idea for Sandy Cove his
freshman year. His goal is to bring quality-made T-shirts with attractive designs to college students
at an affordable price. He charges $28 per shirt.
“I was tired of paying 50 bucks for a T-shirt when I knew I could do better for cheaper,” Ransom
said. “I wanted to be able to keep the quality of the shirts the same, so up there with Vineyard
Vines level.”
Propelled by his love for casual beach and surf style, Ransom ultimately wants Sandy Cove to
eventually compete with nationally successful brands like Vineyard Vines. He spent last summer
sketching each design as it came to him. A picture of the original designs can be found on Sandy
Cove’s Facebook page.
“I did all the designs by hand, all by myself,” Ransom said. “I was a lifeguard this summer, so
when I would be down from the stand I would have my sketchbook with me so I could work on
the designs if something came into my head.”
Becoming an entrepreneur of a T-shirt company is a very different skill set than what is taught
in the media arts and design program, but Ransom believes starting this company has given him a
concrete future so he can pursue film and acting with a light heart.
“This is just something that kind of happened,” Ransom said. “I love the idea of being an
entrepreneur, but I still think that my passion is film and wanting to act. This is, in a sense, just a
stepping stone, but I never want to stop doing this.”

Launching a business while in school is bound to clash at some time with classes and social life,
a conflict to which Ransom is no stranger. Because he is here as a student first and entrepreneur
second, Ransom has been able to work out a balance between school and business.
“I’ve been saying that I was going to launch this company four or five months ago,” Ransom
said. “Classes and things get in the way ‘cause I’m here to be a student, not here to run a business.
I’m trying to do my best to balance them and as long as you can do that, then anyone can do it.”
Since he launched Sandy Cove as a student, Ransom has made connections with other students
and alumni to help him with the marketing and business aspects of his ideas. Two major helpers
have been Jeffrey Thelin, a JMU alumnus (’15), and Kyle Hall, a senior marketing major.
“He came to me with his drawings, but he didn’t know exactly how to take those drawings
and then put them onto shirts,” Thelin, an entrepreneur and Sandy Cove’s designer, said. “We
just made a bunch of different versions of each of his drawings to fit onto various colors of
shirts.”
Ransom not only needed help with moving his designs from paper to digital, but also with
the business management and marketing involved in the company’s launching. He made
connections with Hall, who works with many other start-up businesses.
“I really thought [Ransom] had something here with creating this T-shirt company,” Hall said.
“He engaged me as a client, and from there we created this beautiful [online] store for him.”
It may sound daunting to start a business, but for Ransom it was much easier than expected.
He explained that anyone can do it because all the answers lie within research and building
connections with other JMU students who can help.
“Starting a business really isn’t all that hard,” Ransom said. “People make it seem like it’s this
big, crazy, unattainable thing. But as long as you just have an idea and develop it enough to
where it’s doable and realistic, then it’s easy to just go for it.”
CONTACT Maddelynne Parker at parkermn@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Going back to their roots
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JMU alumni band will return to Harrisonburg on Friday to rock Clementine Cafe
By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze

Rounding out the group is former Roto Glow
drummer Dave Cannon and Dillon Partin, a
bassist they found on Craigslist. The band’s
It’s been 20 years since David Hedeman
first EP was “The Motel Sessions,” released in
and John Kenney last played together at JMU,
2011, and their latest EP, “Blood Runs Through,”
but that won’t stop the veteran musicians
was released last year. Critics have called their
from bringing down the house at Clementine
music solid, old-fashioned, “walloping” rock
Cafe this Friday.
’n’ roll.
Their band, The Vagabond Union, will
“We’ve found a way to make it fun and a
open a handful of shows for their friend and
part of our lives, but not the only thing we do,”
critically acclaimed roots rocker Justin Jones,
Hedeman said. “We’re just going to do this until
who’ll release his latest album, “Prairie Rain,”
it’s not fun.”
at the Clementine show.
Since the bandmates live all over the East
“I’m glad the boys in Vagabond Union
Coast — in Virginia, North Carolina and South
could join me,” Jones, a Harrisonburg native,
Carolina — their reunions and performances
said. “I’m looking forward to releasing my
are made all the sweeter.
new record in front of friends, family and
“We never have band practice, we just play,”
fans. It’ll be a nice homecoming for sure.”
Hedeman said. “We run and gun. But we’re
The Vagabond Union doesn’t have a
all best friends so it’s, like, ‘Hey, what are you
regular tour schedule, so this performance
doing in May? Let’s take a week off and record.’”
COURTESY OF DAVID HEDEMAN
is particularly special for it.
The biggest change for the bandmates has
“It’d be super fun to dive bomb for three David Hedeman (’95) and John Kenney (’97) recall their days as roommates in rock bands playing sold-out shows. come in the substance of their music. During
weeks and do a string of shows but it’s just
their college years, both Roto Glow and
not realistic,” Kenney said. “We try to pick and
“We used to play at JM’s, a bar that was right across from the
PuddleDuck had jam band influences.
choose stuff that’ll be fun, like playing with Justin. He’s putting out Kinko’s,” Hedeman said of his PuddleDuck days. “When we first
“We’d write songs and extend them out so our guitarists could
his record and so it’s a good opportunity for us to just jump on as started playing, they’d do Thursday night bands and dime drafts. play blazing, dueling guitar solos,” Hedeman said. “And now,
support and go places we might not be able to go by ourselves.”
There’d be like 700 to 1,000 people at this place every Thursday playing with John, it’s become much more about the song. We’ve
The band is booked all weekend, joining Jones at Colonial Tavern night.”
basically banned guitar solos.”
And Kenney, who’s traditionally a guitarist, now gets to sing.
in Fredericksburg on Thursday, at the Clementine show on Friday
Kenney’s band, Roto Glow, used to play with OutKast. Roto Glow
and then at The Hamilton in Washington, D.C., on Saturday.
and OutKast were signed to the same management company.
“So in the beginning we weren’t as confident, but it’s also
Hedeman, who graduated from JMU in 1995 with a degree in
“We were like the rock ’n’ roll kids that they’d throw on at a exciting,” Hedeman said. “And no one’s that worried about
fine arts, and Kenney, who graduated in 1997 with a degree in college,” Kenney said. “If OutKast was playing at a college, they’d impressing anyone.”
communication studies, met as roommates at the Moon House throw us in there. It was a good cross-over market.”
Hedeman and Kenney are particularly excited about coming
on East Market St. during Hedeman’s junior year.
But as the members got older, these groups eventually disbanded. back to Harrisonburg and getting to drive up their old favorite
“I transferred in as a junior and I got there in August and didn’t Although they continued to play, music took a backseat to other road, Port Republic.
know anybody,” Kenney said. “So I just let myself into the house means of making money. Now Hedeman is a creative director at
“A lot has changed, it seems,” Hedeman said. “But I bet the
and I heard a guitar upstairs and there was Dave playing the guitar an advertising agency in North Carolina and Kenney owns a club people are still the same because every time I run across someone
and I was like, ‘Hey, cool, I’m your new roommate. I play guitar.’ So in South Carolina while moonlighting as an art dealer. However, from JMU, I’m like, ‘JMU!’ And they’re like, ‘It’s so awesome!’”
Although they miss the days when they could call themselves
we became fast friends.”
Kenney recently wrote some songs and sent them off to Hedeman,
students, the two have certainly made the most of their
But Hedeman and Kenney didn’t start playing together right whose music-making fire was revived.
away. Hedeman was already playing in a popular rock band,
“When John shared his recording, I was like, ‘Dude, I want to do postgraduate years.
“It’s all about the journey, brah,” Kenney said.
PuddleDuck, and Kenney quickly got involved in his own band, that,’” Hedeman said. “So we met up and John’s got a really good
Roto Glow, so it wouldn’t be until 2010 that they’d form The childhood friend that produces records, so we recorded and then
formed the band.”
Vagabond Union.
CONTACT Emmy Freedman at breezearts@gmail.com.

ACT III | 30 years of teaching
from front

O’Connor used his experience and contacts
working as an actor and screenplay writer to his
students’ advantage. He’s invited professionals
in the industry, such as Charles Guggenheim
(“The Great St. Louis Bank Robbery”), JMU
alumna Barbara Hall (“Madam Secretary”) and
David Taylor (“Nixon: A Presidency Revealed”),
to come speak to his students.
The guest speakers “were as valuable as
anything I had to give, largely because they
never left the business,” O’Connor said.
O’Connor has contributed to the JMU
community, specifically the media arts and
design department, through his extensive work
in JMU in LA: The Entertainment Industry, a
study abroad program in which students live,
work and learn in Los Angeles for two months.
“It was actually one of my students’ ideas,
Geoff LaTulippe—who wrote the movie ‘Going
the Distance’ with Drew Barrymore, a comedy
about a distance relationship—to suggest I start
the program,” O’Connor said. “I said, ‘Yeah I’ve
been thinking we should do that for years. How
can we be a film and media program and not
have a presence in Los Angeles or New York?’”
Six years later, the program is still generating
as much interest as when it first began.
Jeremy Benbow, a senior media arts and
design major, experienced the benefits of this
program first-hand last summer.
“I came [to JMU] for the program exclusively,”
Benbow said. “I was between here and VCU—
this program is what sold me over. That trip
changed my life.”
Benbow credits his positive experiences
in the program to O’Connor’s sincerity and
open-mindedness.
“The way he discussed each of our ideas with
us felt like he was invested in them himself,”
Benbow said. “This made it a lot easier to open
up with him and explore with him different
avenues of scriptwriting.”

As a part of JMU in LA, each student must
seek and apply for their own internships.
Fairchild noted how O’Connor would draw
on his own connections in LA to benefit his
students.
“He just wanted to help get you in the right
direction,” Alex Fairchild, a senior media arts
and design major, said. “If he in any way could
help you get that internship, he did. It benefitted
a lot of people. He is going to leave a lasting
legacy within the SMAD program.”
Emilie Hoefler, a junior theatre and dance
and media arts and design double major,
attended the London semester abroad program
with O’Connor last fall.
“He was always very interested in us and
that was really nice, to have someone who was
always invested in our time abroad,” Hoefler
said.
Hoefler is currently enrolled in O’Connor’s
screenplay writing course at JMU. She said the
sincerity and passion for the industry O’Connor
expressed abroad has carried over to campus.
“He told me to not be afraid to take those big
risks – to write it bigger,” Hoefler said. “It’s better
to be told to take it down rather than to write
too small. He has taught us to make the strong
choices from the beginning.”
This semester will be O’Connor’s final at JMU
after teaching here for 30 years.
“I look forward to it with great anticipation,
and a little fear and trembling,” O’Connor said.
“It’s always good not to be too certain about
things because that’s when you fall. It’s been
a terrific career and I look forward to the next
month.”
O’Connor plans to pursue more traveling,
acting and producing upon retirement.
“I’m moving to Act III,” O’Connor said.
“Retiring for me doesn’t mean golf. For me,
Act III means doing something else.”
CONTACT Caroline Jansen at
jansencr@dukes.jmu.edu.

Read our Rae
Sremmurd recap
at breezejmu.org/
life.
DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE
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SCOREBOARD

The century club

SOFTBALL

(37-3, 12-0 CAA)

LAST WEEK

WIN vs. Drexel 3-0
WIN vs. Drexel 8-0
WIN vs. Drexel 8-0

THIS WEEK

Cancellation vs. UNC
April 23 vs. Delaware
April 24 vs. Delaware

Sam taylor / The breeze

On April 10 against Hofstra University, seniors Betsy Angel (left) and Jaci Gordon became the 19th and 20th members of JMU lacrosse to score 100 career goals.
By Matt Tyson
The Breeze

BASEBALL

(15-22, 5-7 CAA)

LAST WEEK

WIN vs. William & Mary 8-5
LOSS vs. William & Mary 11-4
LOSS vs. William & Mary 2-0

THIS WEEK

LOSS vs. George Mason 6-5 (11)
April 22 @ Charleston

MEN’S TENNIS

Last week was a memorable
one for the JMU women’s lacrosse
team. Not only did it clinch a
spot in the Colonial Athletic
Association championship with
a 9-7 win over Elon University,
seniors Jaci Gordon and Betsy
Angel both scored their 100th
career goals in a colossal 20-8
romp against Hofstra University.
Gordon and Angel are now tied
with 103 goals each, and sit atop
the goals leaderboard for the
season with 33 and 32 goals,
respectively.
While this milestone has been
reached before and it’s unique
that two players accomplish
the feat in the same season, it’s
especially unique that it occurred
for the pair on the same day.
“I think it’s incredible, not only
for them as individuals but for this
program,” said head coach Shelley
Klaes-Bawcombe. “I think it’s a
testament to the unselfishness of
this team.”
With this achievement, Gordon
and Angel became the 19th and
20th JMU players to record 100
goals over the course of their
careers. This list stretches from the

early 1980s to today, and includes
names such as Klaes-Bawcombe
during the mid-1990s.
“Betsy and I are humbled
by it,” Gordon said. “It’s a great
accomplishment for us both.”
For the both of them, this has
been a journey four years in the
making. What began with their
first goals early on in their careers
has turned into 100 as their
time as Duke comes to a close.
Klaes-Bawcombe believes one
of the most notable aspects of
this achievement is the impact it
shows that the two had as young
members of the team.
“Betsy was the first person to
start for me in three or four years
as a freshman and Jaci made
a huge impact right away as a
sophomore,” Klaes-Bawcombe
said.
According to Klaes-Bawcombe,
a crucial part of their ability to
reach 100 was their intelligence
and composure on the field. These
characteristics helped them make
the decisions needed to execute
their plays. They were recognized
for having these talents, but that
didn’t mean they were expected
to reach this level of scoring.
“One year to the next is so
different,” Klaes-Bawcombe said.

“To be able to sustain that kind
of offensive prowess over four
years is not something you can
determine.”
While they’re proud of what
they’ve been able to achieve over
their time at JMU, Gordon and
Angel insist that they wouldn’t
be in this position if not for the
support of the rest of the team.
“Lacrosse is definitely a
team sport so we definitely
couldn’t have done it without
our teammates,” Angel said. “We
always talk about leaving a legacy
at JMU and I think this is part of
what we want to leave as a team.”
Speaking further on their
devotion to team over self, both
said the thought of reaching 100
goals had very little impact on
their thoughts going into the
Hofstra game. The two were much
more concerned with making
sure the Dukes secured a win and
remained undefeated in CAA
play. When they each scored their
respective goals, neither realized
initially that this was the one.
“I only did because they had
announced it,” Angel said with a
laugh.
As the final stretch of the
season approaches, Gordon and
Angel have had opportunities

to reflect on their goals. Their
thoughts have ranged from older
teammates who had reached
100 to the friends, coaches and
teammates that were there for
them along the way. Through
all their reflections, the humble
team-first attitude both share has
remained.
“I had never really thought
about it,” Gordon said. “Now that
it’s happened, it’s a really great
accomplishment and I’m proud.”
Both feel that the best part of
joining “the century club” was the
fact that they could do it together,
having done it in the same game.
With the Elon game in the past,
Gordon and Angel are looking
forward to finishing up the regular
season this weekend against
CAA opponents University of
Delaware and Towson University.
With a spot in the conference
tournament in their back pocket,
the two seniors are much more
focused on fighting through the
rest of season together as a unit.
“We’re not finished — This
proves that we have a dynamic
team,” Angel said. “We can all be
threats.”
Contact Matt Tyson at
tysonme@dukes.jmu.edu

(9-11, 1-4 CAA)

LAST WEEK

‘It’s time for the curses to blow away in the Windy City’

THIS WEEK

By Sammy criscitello
The Breeze

LOSS vs. Drexel 5-2
LOSS vs. William & Mary 5-2
April 22 vs. Charleston*

WOMEN’S TENNIS

(16-6, 5-1 CAA)

LAST WEEK

WIN vs. Drexel 5-2
LOSS vs. VCU 4-3

THIS WEEK

April 22 vs. Towson*

LACROSSE

(8-7, 4-0 CAA)

LAST WEEK

WIN vs. Elon 9-7

THIS WEEK

April 22 @ Delaware
April 24 @ Towson
*denotes CAA Quarterfinal match

While some believe the
infamous Curse of the Billy Goat is
the reason the Chicago Cubs have
failed to win a World Series in the
last 108 years, it’s quite possible
that their 2016 team could be the
franchise’s greatest of all time. For
those unfamiliar with the curse,
in 1945, William Sianis brought
his billy goat, Murphy, to a Cubs
game. In the late innings of the
game, Cubs owner P.K. Wrigley
ordered that Sianis and Murphy be
removed from the game because
“the goat stinks.”
“The Cubs ain’t gonna win no
more,” Sianis said as he left the
game. “The Cubs will never win a
World Series so long as the goat is
not allowed in Wrigley Field.”
Since Sianis cast his spell on the
team, other curses have followed,
such as a black cat mysteriously
running onto the field in 1969 — a
season in which the Cubs would
go on to implode, as they gave
up a 9 ½ game lead over the New
York Mets. And who could forget
the time Cubs fan Steve Bartman
ignited the team’s 2003 playoff
collapse as he reached onto the
field and grabbed what would’ve
been a fly ball out to Cubs
outfielder Moisés Alou?
Fortunately for Cubs fans, there
will be no collapse this October, as
the Commissioner’s Trophy will
return to the southside of Chicago
for the first time since 1908. The
Cubs are the most complete team
in Major League Baseball, as their
roster shows no weakness at any
position. As of April 21, the Cubs
top ESPN’s MLB Power Rankings,
and I believe they will remain in
this position for the majority of the
2016 season.
Having won 11 of their first
14 contests, the Cubs are off to a
fiery start. Although their most
prominent superstars such as
Kris Bryant, Anthony Rizzo, Ben
Zobrist and Jason Heyward have
gotten off to slow starts offensively,

this lineup will soon turn into one
of the best in baseball. Perhaps the
reason that the Cubs have been
able to produce the third most
runs in the MLB thus far is their
keen eye at the plate. The Cubs
lead the MLB with 70 walks, and
their lineup is able to work the
count deep and escalate opposing
starters pitch counts to shorten
their outings. Once offseason
acquisitions Zobrist and Heyward
get acclimated to hitting at Wrigley
Field, this lineup will become
infallible. With Bryant, Addison
Russell, Zobrist and Rizzo around
the horn, it’s hard to argue that
any team in either league has a
stronger infield.
While I fully expect their lineup
to continue to get on base at
an alarming rate, it’s the Cubs’
pitching staff that will put them
on a jet to the Promised Land.
Anchored by incumbent Cy Young
Award winner Jake Arrieta, Jon
Lester and John Lackey, this
rotation will be tough to match in
a postseason series. While Arrieta
has his work cut out for him to
post another 20-plus win, sub 2.00
ERA season, he’s already proved
that he can dominate in the
biggest games. His deep arsenal
of pitches features an electric
fastball and a sharp-breaking 12-6
curveball, which has been widely
responsible for his 20 strikeouts
and 1.23 ERA through his first 22
innings pitched. Arrieta and the
rest of the Cubs rotation will turn
to bullpen arms such as Héctor
Rondón, Pedro Strop and Adam
Warren to slam the door at the end
of the ballgame. Thus far these
three have done exactly that, as
they’ve allowed just one run in
13.1 innings, while striking out 17.
As the saying goes: It’s not how
you start, it’s how you finish — this
is your season, Cubs fans. After over
a century of heartache, it’s time
for the curses to blow away in the
Windy City.
Contact Sammy Criscitello
at criscisj@dukes.jmu.edu

The Cubs will have their year, but not this year
By Jack fitzpatrick
contributing writer

It has been 108 years since
the Chicago Cubs last won
the World Series, the longest
drought of any major sports
league.
To put that into
perspective, Persia and the
Ottoman Empire were still
around and we’ve had 19
different presidents sitting in
office since 1908.
The question everyone’s
been asking is, “Is this the
year?” According to the
Westgate SuperBook, the
Cubs are the early favorites
to win the World Series at 4-1
odds. The next closest favorite
is the Los Angeles Dodgers at
10-1.
Even with those great odds
at winning the World Series
this year, there’s no way they
win it all. On April 7, the Cubs
lost Kyle Schwarber, one of
the best players on the team
to a torn ACL and LCL, which
could be detrimental.
Despite that loss the team
is still playing very well.
They have only lost three
games since Schwarber left
the lineup; however, it’s
only been a month. Losing a
player that was that good, as
well as all the promise and
hope he brought to the team,
doesn’t bode well for the
Cubs. Schwarber, arguably
as talented as other young
stars Kris Bryant and Anthony
Rizzo, is coming off a pretty
good year and he was set to
have an even better year in
2016.
The Cubs also are one of
the unluckiest franchises in
the history of sports, next to
the Cleveland Browns in the
National Football League.
Baseball is one of the most
superstitious sports, and
there’s one curse that looms
over the franchise: the Curse

of the Billy Goat. The curse
has been on the franchise
since their last World Series
appearance in 1945, and they
haven’t appeared in another
World Series game since.
Preseason and early season
odds are also something
you can’t look too far into.
In 2015, the Washington
Nationals were the preseason
favorites to win it all, and
they didn’t even make the
playoffs, while in 2014 the
St. Louis Cardinals were the
early favorite and they didn’t
make it to the World Series,
losing in the National League
Championship Series.
Preseason odds aren’t
usually a good predictor of
who’ll win it all at the end of
the season. There are so many
factors that’ll come into play
throughout the season, like
injuries, as the Cubs have
already experienced, as well
as who’s hot when it counts,
or just a rough stretch of
games.
The 162-game season is
a long time and a lot can
happen in that span, but
the Cubs don’t have the
experience or the knowledge
of how to do well to take them
to the World Series. Next
year may be their year, but
not this year. The Cubs have
many great teams standing
in their way, such as the
Nationals, the Cardinals and
the Dodgers.
The Cubs are in a tough
division in the National
League and getting to the
World Series won’t be easy.
The team has promise and
they’ll be contenders for years
to come, and they’ll contend
this year, but they won’t win
the World Series.
After this year, the number
will climb to 109.
Contact Jack Fitzpatrick
at fitzpajg@dukes.jmu.edu
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Softball | Good and
Ford pace the No. 6 team in
the country
from front

But it wasn’t always softball for
Good: She was a volleyball star at Fort
Defiance High School in Fort Defiance,
Virginia. In fact, she was so talented
that her No. 3 jersey was retired at the
high school just 20 minutes down the
road from JMU.
“I came here for a volleyball camp
and realized that I was the shortest one
there,” the 5-foot-11-inch Good said.
“This is when I thought softball would
be a better choice, because I was still a
little too short to play volleyball.”
Ford and Good have been key in
leading the Dukes to the No. 6 spot
in the national rankings, the highest
JMU has ever been ranked, and soon
to be their best record in program
history. JMU sits at 37-3 overall and a
perfect 12-0 in the Colonial Athletic
Association thus far.
These two stars aren’t only nearly
identical statistically, they also bat
behind each other in the lineup.
“They’re both very competitive and
similar in demeanor, and the key thing
is they push each other,” head coach
Mickey Dean said. “They seem to really
crystallize each other and make each
other better.”
With both of these pitchers ranking
in the top 10 in the country in ERA, the
question must come to mind: Do they
ever face each other in a practice or
scrimmage?
“She’s smart and really attacks your
weaknesses,” Good said. “It’s always
a duel. It’s friendly competition that
makes me much better as a hitter.”
Aside from a dynamic duo on the
mound, JMU has also proven they can
hit as well as any team in the country.
Sophomore infielder Morgan Tolle
leads the team with 47 hits, 10 doubles
and a .382 batting average and catcher
Erica Field is hitting .331 in her senior
year.

Dean recognizes the special year
this team has put together and
distinguished one win that may have
meant more to the team than the
others. It wasn’t when it crushed 12th
ranked University of Tennessee, or
when they edged No. 3-ranked Auburn
University, or even when they won two
games on the road against 15th ranked
University of Arizona. It was the 2-1
victory over 21st ranked Arizona State
University.
“We went into extra innings on their
home field and beat them — that’s not
an easy thing to do against a Pac-12
team,” Dean said. “Against Tennessee
and Auburn we were ahead the whole
game. Against Arizona State, boom a
home run and it’s a tie game in the last
inning.”
The Dukes took the lead in the eighth
inning 2-1, and then Arizona State
had the final at bat, with the tying run
on third base and the winning run on
second with less than two outs, the
Dukes found themselves in trouble.
After a fielder’s choice and a game
ending strikeout, courtesy of Good,
which got the Dukes through one of
their biggest tests of the season, Dean
was pleased, saying, “We came through
because we trusted in each other, we
knew we were OK in that situation.”
Dean said. “I saw a great deal of growth
there.”
The Dukes continue to turn heads
and have put themselves in the national
spotlight. Their 12-0 CAA record and
37-3 overall record have them in
consideration for the first College World
Series appearance in program history.
Good and Ford plan to continue their
domination in their upcoming games
and the CAA tournament starting on May
10, hopefully hosted by the No. 1-seeded
JMU Dukes.
Contact Matt Weyrich at
weyricma@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Dukes dream of Draft Day
Three JMU athletes selected into professional ranks

Stephanie Morales / The breeze

Years of blood, sweat and tears that three
JMU athletes have poured into the game they
love paid off last Thursday when each were
drafted into their respective professional
sports leagues.
Jazmon Gwathmey of the women’s
basketball team was selected in the Women’s
National Basketball Association draft, while
Jailyn Ford and Erica Field of the softball team
were drafted in the National Pro Fastpitch
College Draft.
Ford and Field are the first softball Dukes to
ever be drafted, while Gwathmey is the third
player from the women’s basketball team to be
drafted.
Ford was selected in the first round as
the third overall pick by the Akron Racers
and Field was selected by the United States
Specialty Sports Association Pride in the third
round as the 18th overall pick.
Both Ford and Field are leaders in several
statistical categories, including the all-time
leader in batters faced (2,618), innings pitched
(656.0), wins (77), strikeouts (741) and home
runs (41) for Ford; and hits (241), doubles (58),
RBIs (149) and 1,324 putouts (1,324) for Field.
The two seniors have also been recognized
by the Colonial Athletic Association and
have received numerous accolades from the
softball community. Field is a two-time CAA
Defensive Player of the Year and All-Northeast
Region selection, while Ford is a finalist
for the prestigious Senior CLASS Award for
outstanding achievement on and off the field
and was recently named a top-25 finalist for
the USA Softball Collegiate Player of the Year
award. Ford is also the program’s first twotime NFCA All-American.
“I can’t put this feeling into words as I am

still taking it all in,” Ford said in a statement
from JMU Athletics Communications. “This
is something I have always looked forward
to ever since I started my softball career. I
am very excited to have the opportunity to
continue playing but we still have work to do
in my final season at James Madison.”
Gwathmey, the 2015 CAA Player of
the Year, was drafted 14th overall by the
Minnesota Lynx, which won the 2015 WNBA
championship. However, soon after she was
selected by the Lynx, Gwathmey was traded to
the San Antonio Stars, which finished the 2015
season with the worst record in the WNBA at
8-26.
Gwathmey is just the third JMU player to
be selected in the WNBA Draft as she joins
Tamera Young, drafted 8th overall in the 2008
draft, and Lauren Okafor, drafted 34th overall
in the 2015 draft.
While spending five years at JMU,
Gwathmey etched her name into the record
books. She ranks second in JMU history with
173 career blocks and her 136 games played
puts her in fourth place. In addition to that she
sits in eighth all-time with 1,555 career points
as a Duke.
“My dreams are coming true,” Gwathmey
said. “Not many people get to experience this
and I’m experiencing it now. I’ve been waiting
patiently for this day for a while. I wasn’t
nervous, I was anxious.”
As the WNBA season quickly approaches,
Gwathmey will soon turn her lifelong dream of
playing in the professional ranks into reality.
The Stars begin preseason play on May 4 and
the regular season begins shortly after on May
14.

-staff report

Paradise City

The only gentlemen’s club in the area
just 35 minutes away...

18 for admission 21+ to drink
Open Thursday, Friday, & Saturday nights
Ladies get in Free on Thursday
BYOB: "Bring your own beer"

www.paradisecitymathias.com 304.897.8200
LOOKING TO HIRE
Shenandoah River Outfitters
Help Wanted

Apts for Rent

American Legion, Barkeeper
evenings. Start $8 hr plus tips.
540-421-4434

Modern, fully furnished, large 1
bedroom. Ground floor. 10
miles north of city $800.00 per
month. 540-432-1989

City of Harrisonburg is seeking applications for seasonal
lifeguard. For more information and to apply online, visit
www.harrisonburgva.gov/employment. EOE
Dance & Company is seeking reliable caregivers. Responsible for one or two
groups of children, ages 3-10,
for 20-30 hours the week of
May 23-29, between 3:30 and
9pm. Pay $8/hour.
dansnco@peoplepc.com or
540-810-3031.

Homes for Rent
Massanutten Rental
May 1-May 8, 2016
2 bedroom lockout unit $1200,
or $700 each side
Call 804-909-0339

Now hiring energetic, capable team
players for the 2016 summer season.
Drivers, cleaning staff and customer service
positions available. Full- and part-time.
Must apply in person; call for appointments.

[540] 743-4159

One more issue.
Place classifieds at breezejmu.org

HAPPY HOUR:
Every evening
Monday-Saturday
and all day Sunday.
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LIVE MUSIC!

810 Port Republic Rd. Harrisonburg

FRIDAY, APRIL 22nd

MARK WHETZEL

[DINNER TIME SHOW: 6PM - 9PM]

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27th

UNIVERSAL SIGH

FRIDAY MAY 13th

MELISSA HANSEN BAND
THURSDAY MAY 19th

RANDY BLACK

SATURDAY MAY 21st

GYPSY TOWN

MONDAYS - Karaoke [9 - 12 am]

TUESDAYS - Trivia [7:30 - 9:30]

OPEN EVERYDAY 11:00 AM TO MIDNIGHT

THURSDAYS - Jeremiah Prophett & Friends [6 pm]

[540] 801-8646 DELIVERY AVAILABLE TIL 3 AM! davestaverna.com

